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The connection between atmospheric activity, surface flows, and the magnetic field
● Major Science Questions:

○ How is the corona heated?
○ How is the solar wind accelerated?
○ How are eruptions and flares triggered?

● What do we need to do?
○ Quantify the different components of coronal heating. 
○ Quantify the energy budget for reconnection in the atmosphere. 
○ Quantify the magnetic field configurations and surface flows that lead to heating and eruptions.

● Future directions
○ Modeling:  higher resolution, multi-scale hybrid modeling, dynamic field extrapolations, atomic physics 

and processes
○ Observations:  higher resolution, integral field spectroscopy, all-atmosphere spectral 

coverage/magnetograms


